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a reentrant circuit was present in the RA free wall; and 4) exhibited a line of
functional black in the RA free wall.
D982122 Multichannel Mapping of Atrial ActivationSequenoes After Internal Atrial Defibrillation
Shocka
R.A.S. Cooper, W.M. Smith, R.E. Ideker. The Ur7/vers/tYof+llabama at
Birmingham, Birmingham, Alabama, USA
The purpose of this study was to characterize the patterns of atrial activation
before and after internal atrial defibrillation shocks in a model of atrial fibril-
lation (AF). In 5 adult sheep, unipolar electrograms were recorded from 336
epicardial and 24 endocardial electrodes on the right atrial septum before
and after shocks. After AF induction with rapid atrial pacing, biphaaic shocks
(3/3 ms) near threshold were dalivered between transvenous electrodes in
the right atrial appendage and distal coronaty sinus. Activation sequences
(AS) and mean cycle lengths (CL) for the 3 cycles before the shock [Pre
(l-8)], the first 4 [(Post (14)], and the second 4 [Post (5-B)] cycies after the
shock were determined for successful and unsuccessful shocks (Fig.).
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For unsuccessful shocks (N = 25), slower, more organized AS for Post
(l-t) propagated over the entire atria; AS became less organized and faster
for Post (5-8). The mean CL of the Post (1+) were longer than Pre (l-3)
and Post (5-8) (Ps 0.05). Forsuccessfulshocks(N=25) we AandBAs
were seen. Typa A (N = 17) was characterized by lack of atrial fibrillatory
activity after the shock and type B (N = 8) showed continued post-shock
activations of both atria, with AS becoming slower and more organized with
eventual termination after 6 + 2 cycles. The mean CL of Post (1+ were
longer than Pre (l-3) (ps 0.05). but were not significantly longer than Post
(5-6). Successful and unsuccessful’internal atrial defibrillation shocks alter
AS and ~st-shack AS may predict whethera shock will fail or succeed (Typa
B).
e] Me.hani.mOfOnaetof lndu.edSuatained Atrial
Fibrillation in the Canine Sterile Pericarditis Model
K. Kumagai, K. Uno, C. Khrestian, A.L. Waldo. CVVRU,Cleveland, Of-f,USA
Prior mapping studies during induced, sustainad atrial fibrillation (AF) in the
canine sterile pericerditis mcdel showed that multiple unstable reentrant cir-
cuits which involve the septum and the atrfal epicardium are responsible
for maintaining AF. These reentrant circuits cyclically disappear while oth-
ers reform principally from wave fronts coming from the septum. To test the
hypothesis that the initial formation of an unstable septal reentrant circuit
generates the wave fronts which develop multiple unstable reentrant cir-
cuits, we performed simultaneous multisite mapping from both atria including
the atrial septum during the onset of induced AF. Activation patterns were
recorded with 38a electrodes during 7 epkdes of AF, 5 SUSW@ (?5 rein)
and 2 nonsusteinecfAF (-=5rein), in 7 dogs. AF was induced by programmed
atrial stimulation or rapid atrial peeing from the selected atrial sites. Acti-
vation maps were analyzed during the atnal pacing and for a 1 sec period
after cessation of pacing during the onset of AF. In all episodes, wave fronts
produced by atrial pacing always developed an unstable reentrant circuit
which involved the septum and atrial epicardium. This septal reentrant circuit
generated wave fronts, which developed other unstable reentrant circuits,
so that during the 1 sec period of analysis, 13-19 (mean 16 + 7) unstable
reentrant circuits were formed. Their mean cycle length was 98 + 5 ms and
their mean number of consecutive rotations was 2.9+ 0.8. These reentrant
circuits were located principally involving the septum and the right atrial free
wall, but also sometimes in the left atrium. In contrast, 2 episodes of non-
sustainad AF had only 8-9 (mean 6.5) unstable reentrant circuits with longer
Cyclelengths (mean 125 ma) which primarily involved the septum end atrial
epicardium, but rarely were entirely located in the right or left atrium. Conclu-
sion: Induced, sustained AF in this model occurs after the initial formation of
an uneteble septal reentrant circuit, followed by the development of multiple
unstable raentrant circuits with very short cycle length.
1982-1241 TransmembranePotentlal Propertieeof Celleat
the Cors of Reentry in Isolated Canine Right Atria
C.A. Athill, T. Ikeda, Y.-H. Kim, T.-J.Wu, H.S. Karagueuzian, P.-S.Chen,
Cedars-Sinai Medical Centsrand UCLA, LosAngeles,CA, USA
The characteristics of transmembrane action potential (TMP) propertied at
the core of reentrant activity in cardiac tissue remain poorly defined. In 5 lso-
Iated perfused canine right atria, we performed endocardial mapping using
a 480 electrode plaque (1.6 mm inter-bipole distance). Simukaneous TMP
recordings were made from the epicardial surface. 61 episodes of reen-
try, identified by electrogram analysis and computerized dynamic activation
display, were induced by $1-S2 protocol in the presence of 1 to 5 KM of
acetylcholine. Successful simultaneous TMP recordings and activation maps
were made in 6 of 61 episodes of induced reentty. The core was identified
by the pivot point of reenby and marked by the absence of activation or
double potentials on the endocardlal.map. We defined TMP recordings to
be “near the core” if it is within 3.2 mm from the core, otherwise, they are
“in the periphery”, A total of 115 beats were analyzed including 60 near the
core and 55 in the periphey. The mean cycle length of reentty was 127.0 +
17.1 ma. The action potential amplitude, duration (90% depolarization) and
dV/dt max near the core were 55.7 + 26.3 mV, 56.2 ~ 21 ms and 28.2 +
21.8 V/s, respectively, significantly less than thosa in the periphery 75.4 +
3.5 mV, 64.7 + 5.4 ms and 45.6 + 9.8 V/s (p <0.001, <0.01, <0.001,
respectively). In2 episodes of reentry,the cell at the core remained unexcited
at ita resting membrane potential (RMP). We conclude that during reentty: 1)
Action potentials of cells near the core have a reduced amplitude, duration
and dV/dt m~, 2) Cells at the core remain quiescent at their RMP. These
findings are compatible with reentry caused by spiral waves of excitation.
I.x!?wJA“””e’pec’edpa~e’””’An’ ’i”rAvNoda’I“put(’Fast Pathway’) and Atrial Septal Activation
During Sinus Rhythm
G.J. Fahy, 1.Efimov, Y.Cheng, P.J.Tchou, T. Mazgalev. The C/eve/and
C//nicFoundation, C/eve/and, 0/+, USA
Background:Itisassumed that activation of the low interatnal septum (IAS)
occurs anterogradaly from the sinus node (SN). Objective: To determine
the activation pattern of a SN impulse in the rabbit right atrium with special
attention to the sequence of excitation of the anterior (’fast pathway’, FP)
and posterior (’slow pathway’, SP) atrioventricular (AV) nodal input regions.
Methods: %perfusad rightatrial preparations,containingthe SN and AV
node, crista terminals (CrT) and IAS from 5 New Zealand White rabbits were
mapped during SN rhythm using bipolar electrodes. A thermoelectric cooling
probe with a 3.75 mmz tip (Novoste Corp.) was used to cool discrete areas
of the right atrium up to 16QC.Brief AV nodal postganglionic vagal stimulation
was used to induce transient nodal black. Results: During SN rhythm the
high CrT and SP input regions were activated rapidly (SN-high CrT time =
2.2 + 1 ms and SN-SP time = 18+8 ms) compared to the high IAS and FP
input regions, respectively (SN-high IAStime= 41 + 14, p <0.05 and SN-FP
time =34 + 11 ms, p < 0.05) in all preparations. Electrograms containing 2
distinct components were recorded from the IAS in 4 preparations. Cooling
up to 16gCalong the tendon of Todaro increased the time interval between
excitation of 5P and FP in 4 preparations. Induction of AV nodal block did
not alter the above activation sequence. In addition, the coaling increased
the interval between the 2 components of the IAS electrograms in tha eema
preparations. Conclusions: 1. The CrT is engaged more rapidly than the IAS
from the SN. 2. Activation of the fast pathway input region can depend on,
and follow activation of the slow pathway input region of the AV noda via a
routealong the tendon of Todaro.3. Such an activation pattern is unexpected,
requires evaluation in normal humans and those with sick sinus syndrome,
and needs to be considered in models of dual AV nodal physiology.
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Dual AV Nodal Physiology Without Inducible
Tachycardia in Patienta With Spontaneous,
Documented Tachycardia - Clinical
Characteristics, and the Resulta of Selective
Radiofrequency Catheter Ablation of the Slow
Pathway
SteDhen Huana, L.-P.Lai, W.-C. Ko. rVationa/Taiwan
University Hospital, Taipei, T;iwan
Sustained AV nodal reentrant tachycerdia (AVNRT)sometimes cannot be in-
duced despite the presence of dual AV nodal physiology and documentation
of clinical tachycardia. The clinical characteristic and the role of radiofre-
quency catheter ablation (RFCA) in this group of pts have not been clearty
defined. We examined a total of 19 consecutive pts with similar presenta-
tions. There were 13 men (68%) and 6 women, and the mean age was 35 +
